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Map of the course of the Moon’s shadow during a solar eclipse, 1851

Plate taken from the ‘Illustrated London News’, showing the track of the shadow cast by 
the Moon across Europe during the total eclipse of the Sun which occurred on 28 July
1851. The track shows that the total eclipse would first become visible just off the course
of Norway, and could then be seen by anyone within a narrow band passing across
eastern Europe and the Black Sea and carrying on into the Middle East.







”Formørkelsen. I Forventning 
om en beretning fra den 
Astronomiske Professor om 
dette Phænomen, meddele vi 
foreløbig, hvad vi her fra Private 
bliver os meddelt. Saaledes
have vi i dag modtaget en 
Skrivelse, hvori en Iagttager 
meddeler, at han i Mandags, da 
Mørket var stærkest, aldeles 
tydeligt fra Holmens Bro, hvor 
han stod, saae en lille Stjerne i 
Retningen over Børsen, men lidt 
lavere paa Himlen end Solen….”

Citeret fra ”Berlingske politiske og 
Advertissements Tidende” den 30. juli 
1851. Det Kongelige Biblioteks 
mikrofilmsamling. 





The climax of a total solar eclipse, 1851

Plate taken from the ‘Illustrated London News’, 
describing the solar eclipse of 28 July, 1851. The
first view (fig 3) shows the Sun’s corona and 
prominences around the dark body of the moon
during the total eclipse, about thirty seconds
before the reappearance of the Sun. The second
(fig 4) shows 'Baily's Beads' along the bottom of
the Moon at the end of the eclipse. The Moon does
not have a perfectly smooth surface, so when it
covers the Sun during an eclipse, the Sun’s light 
can be seen passing along valleys on the lunar 
surface. The short-lived effect, which resembles
beads or diamonds on a ring, occurs just before or
after totality, and is named after Francis Baily
(1774-1844), the British astronomer who first
recorded the phenomenon in 1836. 





Solformørkelse den 28. juli 1851:

Set i Starry Night fra Frederikshavn: 57º 26´ N, 10º 32´ E.

16.01 Lysstyrken falder
16.08 Totalitet starter
16.11 Totalitet slutter
16.14 Lysstyrken ”normal” igen














